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2 To the Honourable Court of Direftors for all Afairs of the 
Honourable United Company of Merchants of England 
. zo the Baſt Indies, 
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$HEWING, 1 
Tr AT your Petitioner having reſolved to tanks himſelf at Grand 


Cairo, in Egypt, with a view of promoting a commercial intercourſe 
with India by Suez and the Red Sea, and conceiving that the execution of 
of the ſame might afford a channel of intelligence very beneficial to the 
affairs of the honourable Eaſt India Company, your petitioner made a 
tender of his ſervices to the honourable Court of Directors, and was an- 
ſwered by an official letter from Mr. Secretary Mitchell, dated May 26th, 
1775» importing, that the honourable Court of Directors“ approved of 
vc the offer, and that in conſequence they would give orders to their 
* ſeveral Preſidencies in India, to forward the diſpatches they might 
have occaſion to ſend, for expedition's ſake, under cover, to your 
«« petitioner; and that every reaſonable expence attending the fame ſhould 
thankfully re-imburſed.” 

Your Petitioner moſt ſolemnly declares to have underſtood at that time, 
that it was the idea of the honourable Court of Directors to repay him 
his diſbugſements at the ſame exchange that was allowed to Conſul Ab- 
bott, of Aleppo, for ſimilar ſervice, namely, at the rate of five ſhillings 

per Turkiſh dollar, being intended to be in lieu of gratuity for the 
trouble of forwarding the Honourable Company's diſpatches ; and as a 
compenſation, in lieu of intereſt, for the money during the time of the 
diſburſe, until repayment was made, and other incidental charges in 
opening and keeping open the communication with India. 2 
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Your petitioner failed from London about the 16th day of June, 1775, 
with a valuable cargo of Engliſh merchandize, calculated and intended 
for the Egyptian market, and arrived in Grand Cairo ſömetime in 8 
tember following, The ſucceſs of your Petitioner's plan, that had for 
object the eſtabliſhing of a commercial intercourſe with India, was ve 
uncertain ; and was not the only plan that he depended" upon: he had 
more immediately in view the revival of a trade between England and 
Egypt, that had long been neglected and loſt ; and can ſay, having the 
teſtimony of living witneſſes to ſupport it, that the advantages deriving 
from that trade to your petitioner were ſufficient, independently of all his 
proſpects from an Indian trade, to gratify his hopes of eaſe, of compe- 
tency, and of fortune. . 

With a view to the other part of his plan, that had for object the open- 
ing of a commercial intercourſe with India by the iſthmus of Suez, and 
which was to afford a channel for ſpeedy intelligence to the honourable 
Eaſt India Company, your petitioner had to apply for ſpecific permiſſion 
from the Baſha and Beys of Egypt to that effect; and was at very con- 
ſiderable expence in obtaining it. | LS: 

Having ſo prepared the way, your petitioner had the ſatisfaction to 
have rendered very eſſential ſervice to the honourable Eaſt India Com- 
pany, as in January, 1776, a diſpatch veſſel arrived at Bengal, and 
was, in conſequence of that permiſſion, admitted to immediate intercourſe 
with the country. | „ "aha 
In December, 1776, His Majeſty's ſloop Swallow, commanded by 
Alexander Panton, Eſq, arrived at Suez, having on board ſeveral of the. 
Honourable Company's ſervants, charged with accounts of the unfortu- 
nate commotions that had taken place in the government of Madraſs ; 
and your Fetitioner obtained leave for their debarkation at Suez, and for 
their farther tranſit through the country. It was not, however, obtained 
upon this occaſion without a great deal of difficulty, as the government 
of Egypt had been flattered with the expectation of great Iucre from a 
flouriſhing commerce that was to be introduced to Suez, and were not 
| pleaſed at affording a mere unreciprocated conveniency to the Engliſh of 
paſſing through their country. They were even ſo far impelled by their 
avidity, after they had granted their paſſports of protection, as to lay 
violent hands on Mr. Dalrymple and Colonel Capper, and to extort from: 
them a heavy contribution, When the loaded ſhips arrived,, the govern- 
ment were ſatisfied, and permitted the communication to be followed up 
and frequented without hindrance, or intention of moleſtation. on their 
part, until the cataſtrophe of the year 1779. FFF 

Your Petitioner adduces theſe facts to prove that without the concur- 
ing advantages deriving to the government of Egypt from a trade, the 
expence of preſerving the communication, as a channel of intelligence 
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alone, would have exceeded any bounds that the Honourable Company 
might have been induced to preſcribe to your Petitioner's zeal for the 


pur poſe of effecting it. 


Your Petitioner was ſo fortunate as to merit the approbation of the 
Honourable, Court of Directors upon all his endavours, until the tranſac- 
tion which regarded particularly the freighting of a veſſel to carry dit- 
77 80 to Lord Pigot, relative to his reſtoration to the government of 

adraſs.. And upon that occaſion his zeal was aſcribed “ to an extraor- 
dinary anxiety to ſerve particular perſons, and gained him the ſevereſt 
cenſure of the Honourable Court of Directors.“ The charge was unme- 
rited, and the cenſure was al ſo done away in the ſame letter that conveyed 
it, by an act of remiſſion on the part of the Honourable Court of Di- 
rectors, declaring ** that their diſpleaſure ſhould ſtop there, and that in 
confidence of receiving no further cauſe of complaint, they were induced 
to continue the agency in your Petitioner's hands.” 

The letter alluded to, was dated September the 19, 1777, and con- 
tained other matter relative to the ſubject of your Petitioner's re- imburſe- 
ment. It enjoined, © That your Petitioner was not to preſume to charge 
for his diſburſements of any kind, on the Honourable Company's, ac- 
count, any more than at the current rate of exchange, or, as it was 
afterwards fixed at 2s. 6d. per Turkiſh dollar.” being only half of what 
he had reaſon to expect; and no ſum aſſigned, in lieu of that deduction, 
as gratuity for ſervice, or as compenſation of any kind. 5 | 

There was ſomething in this injunction that operated as a puniſhment, 
as your Petitioner had no aſſurance whatever of the mode or quantum of 
the reward he was to receive for his ſervices. Yet relying in the juſtice 
of the Honourable Eaſt India Company, notwithſtanding theſe depreſ- 
ſing and humiliating circumſtances, your Petitioner would not be diſ- 
couraged from doing what he thought might be beneficial to the Honou- 
rable Company's affairs. He foreſaw a criſis was approaching that would 
bring the merits of his ſituation into a proper light. The political 
derangements of Europe had prepared his mind with the expectation of 
unavoidable war, and he had entreated his correſpondents in all the prin- 
Cipal cities in Europe to ſend him the earlieſt and moſt authentic intel- 
ligence of every proceeding that tended to ſuch an event. | 

On the 27th of April, 1778. the hour arrived. Your petitioner re- 
ceived on this day the firſt intelligence of the hoſtile operations of the 
French; and, lofing no time, his firſt concern was to ſecure the 
means of conveying the accounts to India. Captain Pruen of the Ex- 
pedition, a private ſhip, was gone from Cairo on his return to India, 
and your Petitioner ſent immediately a ſervant, mounted on a dromedary, 
with a letter after him, informing. him of the occaſion, and begging 
him to poſtpone his failing till authentick advices could be obtained 
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from Alexandria, which meaſure was crowned with ſucceſs. Vout 
Petitioner at the ſame time ſent off an expreſs to Alexandria with di- 
rections to his agent there, to enquire of, and collect from the Captain 
of the Venetian veſſel, who had. brought the report of the war, all 
ſuch real and certain circumſtances concerning it as were to be depended 
upon; and the return of the expreſs on the. fourth of May, 1778, 
(2 ſhip being arrived from Leghorn. in the mean time) put your Petiti- 
tioner in poſſeſſion of all the following documents regarding the war, 
which he, on the ſame day, tranſmitted in a diſpatch by Captain Pruen, 
who failed on the ſeventh of the ſame month from Suez, to the Preſident. 
and Council of Bombay. | | 

I. A depoſition from the Venetian Captain Tarrabocchia, declaring, 
that the day he failed from Coron,. in Morea,, a French Tartar entered 
that port, diſpatched by the Chamber of Commerce at Marſeilles, to 
inform the Conſuls and French ſubjects. of the hoſtile reſolutions of the 
Court. of France. | 8 
II. A letter from Signor Brandi, of Alexandria, adviſing the arrival 
bf a Tartan at Alexandria, upon the ſame account, and of the French 
Conſul of that place having aſſembled the merchants of his nation to 
communicate to them the orders of his Court, importing the hoſtile 
determinations of the Court of France. | acide 

III. A letter from Leghorn, dated April 9, 1778, from Meſſrs. Otto- 
franck and Co. containing advice of the French treaty with the Ameri- 
cans, calling them Free States. 
IV. Auricular evidence collected from the French merchants of Cairo 
themſelves, confirming all the above reports, beſides certain accounts 
of the hoſtile detention of the Britiſh ſhips in the ports of France; 
the recall of the reſpective Ambaſſadors home; all which was re- 
duced to paper, and teſtified by the Engliſh Gentlemen then in. 
Cairo. 

Three days after the departure of the above diſpatch by Captain. 
Pruen, that is to ſay, on the ſeventh of May, your Petitioner re- 
ceived further advices concerning the war, and upon contemplation of 
their importance, the poſſibility. of misfortune to Captain Pruen, the 
critical poſition of things in India as to the ſeaſon for acting, he was 
determined to provide an, alternative, and your Petitioner prevailed on 
Captain Barrington, of the Nancy Ketch, to take: them immediately in 
the following diſpatch, viz. 


J the Honourable Prefident and Council of Madraſs. 

% HoN. SIR AND. SIRs, ; = Re: 
THE original of the preceding duplicate went 

for wadr by the expedition, under command of Captain Pruen, but 
5 refleCting: 


ET 14 


reflecting ſince, that the ſeaſon of the year when the packet will 


arrive there is not the moſt favourable for further promulgating this 


rn 775 intelligence over India, and that, by ſending a veſſell direct 
to Fort St. George and Bengal, the advice may be anticipated by fifteen 


or twenty days, I have reſolved to uſe my beſt arguments with Cap- 


tain Barrington, of the Nancy Ketch, to engage him to anticipate his 
departure, in order to convey with the utmoſt ſpeed theſe advices 


to the Preſidencies of Fort St. George and Bengal. He has conſented 


in conſequence of my repreſentations, to depart immediately, and will, 
pleaſe God, be the bearer of the preſent. I have no authority to 
make any agreement with him upon this account, nor does he deſire 
to depend upon a more certain rule than the honourable Company's 
known munificence for his reward. It becomes me to ſay in his 
behalf, that he quits ſome important concerns to go upon this ſervice, 
and with as much cheerfulneſs as a more intereſted man would have 
thewn reluctance. I have the honour to be, &c. &c.“ 


' INCLOSURES in the above DISPATCH. 
I. Extract of a letter from fohn Birkbeck, Eſq. Britiſh Agent at Mar- 
ceilles, to George Baldwin, dated March 30, 1778. 

« THIS in all probability will be the laſt letter you will receive 
from me for ſome time, as I am ſetting off for Nice, where his 
Majeſty. has been pleaſed to make me Conſul. There is allo another 
eflential reaſon ; we are on the eve of a war; the French Ambaſſador. is. 
come home, and our's gone to England, without taking leave, and all 


Engliſh veſlels ſtopped in the ports. of France.” 
II. Extract of another letter from John Birkbeck, Eſq. dated tbe fourthef 


April, 1778. _ 
« THINGS are ſtil} in the ſame ſituation; the Minorca packet 
comes here no more, as we expect the Court of London to declare war 


daily. The Toulon fleet is failed.” 


III. Extract of a letter from Meſſrs. Rumbold, Charlton and Raikes, dated 
London, March 20, 1778. 5 
« ALL the town is in. a ferment with the expectation of a war 

with France. They have made a Treaty of Commerce with the Ameri- 

cans, whom they ſtile Free States; and we have no doubt but an 
immediate war will be the conſequence.” WP 


IV. All Lloy'ds Evening papers for February, and to the 23d of March 


incluſive, containing the American treaty with France, and his Majeſty's 
meſſage to both Houſes of Parliament. in. conſequence of it. 
Captain. 
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Captain Barrington ſailed from Suez with this diſpatch on the roth 
- All this done without expence to the Honourable Company, your 
Petitioner flattered himſelf with having accompliſhed a ſerviee for nothing, 
tLat, rather than have omitted, they would have paid for at the price of 
many thouſand pounds. Compared with the effect, no conſideration they 
could have given would have overpaid the ſervice that produced it; yet 
your Petitioner is driven to except the obolum at the hands of thoſe, 
whoſe humanity and friendſhip are the only obligations they are under to 
beſtow it. Captain Barrington, who was the meſſenger of the news to India, 
received nothing for his pains, but being returned to Suez the year fol- 
lowing, to look after the affairs he had neglected to go upon this impor- 
tant errant, was moſt cruelly involved in the effect of a command from 
the Porte, and plundered, and put to death by ſuch means, as to recount 
would harrow up the ſoul. 

On the gth of June, being thirty-five days later than your Petitiorer 
had forwarded his firſt diſpatch from Cairo, and thirty-two days later 
than the ſecond by Captain Barrington, Captain Matthews, charged with 
the Secret Committee's diſpatches and orders of the 15th of April, arrived 
in Cairo. Your Petitioner aſſiſted him to depart immediately, and he 
was on the deſert proceeding for Suez, when on a ſudden an inſurrection 
happened in the city, the effects of which extending to the ſituation 
where Captain Matthews then was, his guide abandoned and left him 
expoſed to all the dangers of the deſert. Your Petitioner, ſuſpecting 
his fituation, ſent out people to his aſſiſtance, and recoyered him and his 
_ diſpatches from the hazard of almoſt certain perdition. He then ob- 
tained a freſh and ſtronger eſcort, notwithſtanding the diſorders of the 
government, ſenſible of the emergency of the buſineſs, and conveyed 
him ſafe to Sucz. He arrived there on the 21ſt of June, embarked im- 
mediately on board the Cormorant ſloop of war, and failed the fame day 
with a fair wind for Madraſs. Captain Sutherland failed at the fame time 


with another packet for Bombay. 238 1 
The duty of that year being cloſed, your Petitioner, conſidering the 
very laborious, expenſive, and unpleaſant contingencies attending the ſer- 
vice, he had embarked in, owing to the unexpected concourſe of the 
Honourable Company's ſervants going to and from India ; all of whom 
he was under the neceflity, from indiſpenſable reaſons, of accommoda- 
ting; and further comparing thoſe circumſtances with the uncertainty 
he was under of the honourable Company's intentions towards him, your 
Petitioner thought it incumbent upon himſelf to remonſtrate upon his 
ſituation; and on the 25th of June, 1778, did, in a letter to the honour- 
able Court of Directors, preſume to addreſs them in the following words, 
viz. © So far, honourable Sirs, I have been a volunteer in inveſtigating 
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1 
this route, and in evincing its utility and practioability. The event wall 
prove it, and T remit my reward to your generoſity ; but for the future, 
unlefs it may pleaſe you to aſcertain an adequate exchange for my diſ- 
burſements, and a ſufficient compenſation for the extraordinary expence 
I moſt be at, to conciliate' the averſion of the Beys of Egypt to the paſ- 
fage'of packets and paſſengers through their country, I muſt confeſs 
T have not ability to fupport it. I muſt relinquiſh the employment with 
equal reluctance and reſpect. 8 
Your Petitioner at the ſame time wrote to his attornies, Meſſrs. Rum- 
bold, Charlton, and Raikes, of London, to ſolicit the honourable Court 
of Directors in behalf of his ſupplications, and, in conſequence of their 
ſuccefs, they, on the 27th of January, 1779, wrote to your Petitioner a 
letter containing the following words: viz. ** We have this day been at 
the India Houſe, and had an audience of the Chairman on your account. 
As to the freight of the Diligence, nothing is to be expected on that 
ſcore; but we preſſed the fixing an appointment for your ſervices : we 
urged fully what ſervices you could be of, if properly encouraged, and 
how much the Company's affairs might ſuffer, if you were irritated 
by a ſeries of unpleaſant circumſtances. Sir George allowed this to be 
true; he acknowledged alſo, that you had been materially uſeful of late in 
forwarding ſome accounts to Bombay ; he ſaid, the matter ſhould be de- 
termined upon before he leaves the chair, and ſome allowance fixed: he 
talked of three or 400l. per year. We told him this was much below 
your expectations, and, that, at all events, we did not think you would 
accept of any conſideration under 5001. per annum, as conſulage. We are 
in hopes of bringing ſuch a ſettlement to bear, if you are inclined to give 
us authority to that effect.“ NA. 
And in confirmation of the honourable Chairman's promiſe, that the 

matter ſhould be determined upon before he left the chair, the honour- 
able Court of Directors came to a reſolution, on the 23d of March fol- 
lowing, to order Mr. Secretary Mitchell to inform your Petitioner, by 
an official letter, that they then had it under contemplation to allow 
him a handſome falary.” _ 3 

It appears, therefore, incontrovertably, that on the 27th of January, 
1779, Sir George Wombwell, Chairman of the honourable Court of 
Directors, not only admitted that your Petitioner had rendered ſuch ſer- 
vices to the honourable Company as merited a falary, but ſuch as the 
| honourable Court of Directors were likewiſe of opinion had merited a 
handſome falary ; and which, on the 23d of March following, they de- 
clared it was then under their contemplation to allow him. 

Your Petitioner had no appointment before that time for ſervices that 
involved him in very great expence and trouble. Your Petitioner had 
rendered important ſervices to the honourable Company by forwarding 
ks | SS material 


[8] 


material accounts from Bombay: your Petitioner had remonſtrated that 
unleſs an adequate falary was appointed he could not ſupport the employ- 
ment. Theſe were the reaſons that operated with the honourable Court 
of Directors when they propoſed to give your Petitioner a ſalary. Three 
or four hundred pounds per year, which the honourable Chairman had 
talked of as a proper appointment, was deemed inſufficient. Your Peti- 
tioner's attornies objected to that ſum. The honourable Court of Direc- 
tors, did, in conſequence, opine, That it was proper to allow your Peti- 
tioner a handſome ſalary. | 

On the firſt of April, the honourable Court of Directors came to a re- 

ſolution, That a preſent of 5ool. be made to Mr. George Baldwin, for 
his zeal and attention to the Company's intereſt in the courſe of laſt year, 
by forwarding early and eſſential intelligence to India, at a very important 
criſis; and that he be given to underſtand, that a continuance of his at- 
tention to the meſſengers which the Company may think proper to ſend 
by the way of Suez, and the conveying ſuch other advices to and from 
their Precedencies in India as may offer, will not fail to enſure him the 
future favour of the Court of Directors.“ 
e Such was the handſome ſalary concluded upon, by the honourable 
Court of Directors, to be given to your Petitioner. It carries the name 
of a preient of gool. for ſpecific ſervices, during the courſe of the year 
1778 ; but your Petitioner cannot be ſaid to have received a preſent, when 
the ſum that was voted to him with that qualification was due to him for 
falary. That it was falary, is proved by the words of the ſame reſolu- 
tion: If your Petitioner continued his attention to the meſſengers 
which the Company might think proper to ſend by the way of Suez, and 
to the conveying ſuch other advices as might offer to India, he would 
not fail to enſure himſelf the future favour of the Court.” 

That the future favour of the honourable Court of Directors referred 
to the ſum then voted for ſalary, is clearly evinced by the aſſurances given 
by the honourable Court of Directors to Meſſrs. Rumbold, Charlton, 
and Raikes, your Petitioner's attornies, at the time the reſolution was 
carried. In tranſmitting the ſaid reſolution to your Petitioner, in a letter 
dated the ſecond of April, 1779, they (Meſſrs. Rumbold and Co.) wrote 
to your Petitioner as follows, viz. “ After our repeated ſolicitations: and 
attendance at the India Houſe in your behalf, we have at laſt obtained 
from the India Company a douceur for your paſt ſervices of cool. and a 
promiſe of the ſame ſum for your annual allowance as agent at Cairo for the 
honourable Eaſt India Company.” They further fay, ©* You will obſerve 
they have couched their intentions in an ambiguous manner, though we 
are aſſured by the Chairman and Directors, that if they have no 4 1 to 
be diffatisfied with your conduct, it is their fixed intention to allow you 
the lame yearly conſideration.” | 

Tf : Now 


EY 1 

Now the atnbiguity of the firſt part of the reſolution conſiſts in qua- 
lifying what had been promiſed to your Petitioner for filary with the 
name of preſent for ſpecific ſervices, which does no more than prove 
that your Petitioner had merited a preſent, for he never received any 
other than the ſum of 5ool. that was due to him for falary. The am- 
biguity of the ſecond part, as it appeared to your Petitioner's attornies, 
was merely as to the ſtability of the appointment, it being made proviſional. 
Your Petitioner was to give no cauſe of diſſatis faction; but in caſe he 
did not, it was the fixed intention of the honourable Court of Directors to 
allow your Petitioner the ſame yearly conſideration. 

Your Petitioner continued to ſerve the honourable Company with the 
ſame unremitted attention as he had done before during all the ſeaſon of 
the year 1779, and rendered them all the ſervice that the ſituation is ca- 
pable of, during that year ; but has received no more for the ſame than 
1421. 108. being deficient of what was promiſed him a ſum of 3571. r0s. 
Jour petitioner not having demerited, by any miſconduct, a diſcon- 
tinuation of his ſalary, he has an undoubted claim upon the Honourable 
Court of Directors for ſo much as is deficient of the pool. that was 
promiſed to be given him, and that was due to him for the ſervice of 
the year 1779, but your Petitioner has a claim upon the equity of 
the honourable Court of Directors for a much larger ſum for ſalary, if 
their promiſe of a handſome falary was to be fulfilled with a view to the 
expences he has incurred by the unavoidable obligations of his office ; 
with a view to the degree of trouble and perplexity he ſuſtained in for- 
warding of the honourable Company's ſervants ; with a view to the time 
and attendance he was forced to give away from a bulineſs, that loſt more 
by that ſacrifice than all he has received for ſalary from the honourable 
Company. Your Petitioner, ſo far from having received any thing in a 
comparative view with his expences, his trouble and his ſervices, is a 
loſer by the effect of his attention to the honourable Company's atfairs a 
fam of upwards of five thouſand pounds. 

Your Petitioner, in ſtating himſelf to be a loſer by the effect of his 
employment, as agent to the honourable Company, has not comprited 
the further loſſes he ſuſtained by his expulſion from Cairo. And he has 
avoided to attribute that act of the government of Egypt to any pro- 
ceeding of the honourable Court of Directors, it being, in your Peti- 
tioner's mind, of a complexion too dark, too atrocious, to have been 
foſtered by magiſtrates, acting by the rule and ſpirit of Britiſh laws, or 
by Engliſhmen, knowing and enjoying the bleſſings of liberty. 
That the honourable Court of Directors may not, however, be ignorant 
of the ſufferings their Petitioner ſuſtained, while in the legal exerciſe of 
his privilege of trade in Grand Cairo, and attending his duty of agent 
to the honourable Eaſt India Company, he will endeavour conciſely to 

bring 
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bring the principal facts before them, and to aid the matter of his 
petition, by a picture of his diſtreſs, that men, thinking as men, muſt 
commiſerate and relieve, _ | | e 
Lour Petitioner will firſt ſhew by what authority he undertook to ſettle 
in Egypt. His firſt title to the authority of the Britiſh laws is his right 
of freedom to the privileges of the Levant Company ; and the privi- 
leges allowed by the Porte to every Member of the Levant Company are 
; ſtated at large in the Articles of Capitulation, ſubſiſting to this moment, 
| between the Britiſh and Turkiſh empires. The 4th article ſays, „All 
Engliſh ſhips, great or ſmall, may, at all times, come and enter into 
any port or harbour whatſoever of our dominions, and ſet out from 
A thence when they pleaſe, without being delayed or hindered by any per- 
: ſon whatſoever.” And the 37th article ſays, The Engliſh merchants, 
and all that come under the colours of England, may freely and ſafely 
| traffick and trade in Aleppo, Cairo, Scio, Smyrna, and in all parts of 
our dominions, paying, accordiug to ancient cuſtom, 3 per cent. for all 
their merchandize, and no more.” 
It was in virtue of thoſe powers that your Petitioner ſettled in Egypt, 
and he enjoyed the privileges therein ſtated, during the years 1775, 1776, 
1777, 1778, and part of the year 1779, without a ſign of hindrance or 
moleſtation. The Turkiſh government, as much as any government 
upon earth, have ever maintained inviolate, with regard to the Britiſh 
nation at leaſt, the faith and honour of their capitulations : nor to this 
day would they have violated that particular grant regarding the right of 
trading to Egypt, without the advice and inſtigation of the Britiſh am- 
baſſador at the Porte, proteſting and declaring, in order to enforce his 
ſcheme, that the perſons concerned in that trade, were pirates and 
rebels to their Sovereign; and aſſerting this application was made in 
| conſequence of inſtructions from the Chairman and Deputy Chairman of 
| the India Company. 5 | 4 
| In the courſe of April and May, 1779, four veſſels arrived at Suez. 
Two of them were packets on the Honourable Company's ſervice, and on 
board one of them was Lieutenant Scott, carrying diſpatches with ac- 
counts of the capture of Pondicherry, and who brought letters from the 
Governor of Madraſs to your Petitioner, thanking him for the very 
eſſential part he had contributed, by his intelligence, to that important 
event, and telling him that he had made proper mention of it to the 
Honourable Company. Two of the veſſels was loaded, and, as uſual, the 
goods were landed under a written promiſe of protection from the Baſha 
and Beys ; but ſoon after they were landed, and, at a convenient time for 
the purpoſe, by ſurpriſe the ſhips at Suez were ſeized, and the captains and 
men confined and loaded with chains. The property was taken away, 
and your Petitioner and every Engliſhman in Egypt was arrefted and 
threatened with perpetual ſlavery. Fo rthe government of Egypt, when 
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they had accompliſhed this ſcene, produced to your Petitioner a command 
from the Porte, not only authoriſing but ordering them to purſue ſuch 
conduct, and taking away all hopes of remiſſion or mitigation of the 
ſentence ; for no man, at his peril, was to intercede for their deliverance. 

Your Petitioner was furniſhed with a copy and tranſlation of the com- 
mand; and in one part of it, it ſays, We ordered, conſequently, that 
the Engliſh, thenceforward, ſhould return no more to Suez, nor even 
approach to its coaſts, having enjoined expræſsly that they ſhould be made 
to return. We notified theſe our orders to the Engliſh ambaſſadour, 
reſiding at our Sublime Porte, and required him to tranſmit them to his 
court. The anſwers which he received, as well from his court as from 
the Eaſt India Company, contained ſevere prohibitions to any of their 
ſubjects to come to Suez after the end of 1778. This miniſter, in 
communicating theſe ſevere prohibitions to the Sublime Porte, did at the 
ſame time declare, by the mouth of his firſt interpreter, that, in caſe of 
contravention, the effects of thoſe who ſhould contravene might be ſeiſed; 
their veſſels confiſcated, the crews of the ſhips and the ſupercargoes im- 
priſoned and condemned to perpetual ſlavery.” | 

And in another part, to enforce the execution of the decree, appealing 
to the vengeance of Heaven, it ſays, May God confound thoſe in this 
world, and puniſh them in the next with an eternal puniſhment, who, 
conſtructing this evil to be a good, approve the coming of the Franks to 
Suez. Keep before your eyes the example of India. Conſider the end 
of things, and ſuffer not this intercourſe. Seek out thoſe who ſecretly 
aſſiſt them, and puniſh them in ſuch a manner as has no example, ſuch 
as they deſerve, you will not be permitted to alledge any pretence of juſ- 
tification. Impriſon the captains of the Frank veſſels, and above all, the 
Engliſh upon their coming to Suez; and ſeiſe their ſhips, for it is ſet 
forth in the memorial of the Engliſh ambaſſadour, in the anſwers from 
his court, and in the verbal information of his firſt interpreter, that they 
are pirates and rebels to their Sovereign. They are ſuch to our Sublime 
Porte, and as ſuch they merit impriſonment and the confiſcation of their 
goods. You will give advice of your proceedings to the Sublime Porte, 
and we will decide without permitting any one to intercede for their 
_ deliverance.” 5th, 

Seized under the authority of ſuch a command, what muſt have 
been the ſtate of mind of your Petitioner and his companions? The 
protection of their country declared by their own ambaſladour, at the 
inſtigation of the India Company, to have been forfeited, and themſelves 
declared pirates and rebels to their Sovereign! Conſigned over to the 
Turkiſh power by the man whoſe appointment it was to defend and pro- 
tect all Britiſh ſubjects from any ſubjection to the Turki h laws! What 
muſt have been the fituation of thoſe who were implicated in this com- 
mand? their perſons impriſoned, and the fruits of the induſtry of the 
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former part of their lives confiſcated, without a poſſibility of alledging 
that your Petitioner was in any degree to blame; or that he ever had any 
intimation from the Honourable Company that the intercourſe was con- 
trary to their wiſhes; or that any application had been made to the am- 
baſſadour to ſuppreſs it, much leſs expecting it was to be ſtopped in a 
manner ſo contrary to all the rules of juſtice! ; 8 


Such were your petitioner's ſufferings, in conſequence of a command 
"that robbed him of an eſtabliſhment, that no authority leſs than an 
act of the whole legiſlature of Great-Britain could warrant an Engliſh 
Ambaſſador forcibly to deprive him of. That entailed upon him the 
laſt of all misfortunes to an honeſt mind; that wreſted from him 
the means of preſent ſubſiſtence; and which, at this moment, re- 
duces him to be a Petitioner to your honourable Court for help, for 
juſtice. - 5 
In this ſtage of your Petitioner's caſe nothing more has been aimed at, 
than tl.e drawing of a juſt comparative view of his ordinary annual 
ſervices; the loſſes he has ſuſtained by his attention to the duties of his 
office; and the ſums that he has received in compenſation of thoſe 
loſſes and thoſe ſervices: and to ſubmit to the honourable Court of 
Directors how inadequate every thing he has received is to the conſi- 
deration of his diſburſements; the pains and perplexities attending the 
duties of his office; the loſſes he has ſuſtained by the violence of the 
Egyptian Government, and the conſequent inability of providing for his 
ſupport, from the hour of his expulſion, in the year 1779, unto this 
time, 1783. Your Petitioner has had no deſire of influencing the juſtice 
of the honourable Court of Directors, by calling their attention to the 
effect of his vigilant and ſucceſsful exertions in the courſe of the year 
1778. Whatever may be their deciſion with reſpect to the matter of 
falary ſubmitted to their conſideration, he hopes that he has a claim 
upon their munificence, diſtinct from every other claim, for ſervices that 
tended indiſpenſibly in their conſequences to gain them Pondicherry, and 
which eventually was the cauſe of their poſſeſſing what at this time is 
poſſeſſed by the honourable Company in India. 
Such, in truth, was the importance of the conqueſt of Pondicherry 
to the honourable Eaſt India Company, That your Petitioner was 
the indiſpenſable inſtrument of that event, is manifeſted by the 
honourable Company's records themſelves. Not to exceed the bounds 
of a Petition, your Petitioner begs leave to add a printed copy of 
the ſucceſs of the intelligence he ſent to India in the year 1778, 
as an Appendix to this Petition, and in proof of theſe aſſertions. 
In a national view your Petitioner's ſervices extended farther. They 
enabled Government to recall the ſuccours that were on the way for 
the protection of the honourable Company's poſſeſſions, and to appoint 


them 


L 43 1 


them to ſuch ſervice as tended to the preſervation of our fleets and 
iſlands in the Weſt Indies. They enabled the honourable Company, in- 
ſtead of wanting protection, to give three ſhips of the line to Government, 
and bounties to fix thouſand forces. 

Your Petitioner would have been made a happy man with only a for- 
tieth. part of what was given away in conſequence of the ſucceſſes 
obtained by your Petioner's zeal and activity, in forwarding early and 
eſſential intelligence to India at a very important criſis. | 

Your Petitioner, therefore, moſt humbly hopes, that, taking into 
conſideration. the inadequacy of the fums he has received to the me- 
rits of his ordinary annual ſervices, and the ſituation of diſtreſs he is 
in from the loſs of his eſtabliſhment, conſequent to his employment in 
the honourable Company's ſervice, the honourable Court of Directors 
will afford him ſome immediate relief, 0748 5 

And that, in contemplation of the extraordinary ſervices he has ren- 
dered to the honourable Company, by the effect of his zeal and at- 
tention to their intereſt in the courſe of the year 1778, and of the 
benefits derived to the honourable Company by ſo timely an exer- 
tion, they will think him worthy of their deſired protection, and 
appoint him to ſome adequate employment in their ſervice, which is 
your Petitioner's utmoſt ambition; and that they, in their wiſdom 
and goodneſs, being pleaſed to grant, your Petitioner, as in duty bound, 
will ever pray. | | 


GEORGE BALDWIN 
No. 35» Ele- Street, Strand, April 235 1783. 
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EXTRACTS from the Minutes of a 
General Court held April 7th, 1779, for the Purpoſe of 
conferring Rewards on ſuch as by their Zeal and Activity 
had contributed principally to the great Succeſſes recently 
obtained over the French in India, With Remarks thereon 
applying to the Share Mr. Baldwin at Cairo had in pro- 
moting thoſe Succeſſes. 8 


— 


| Ata GENERAL COURT, held on WEDNESDAY the 7th 
of APRIL, 1779, 


s HE Chairman acquainting the Court in purſuance of their unani- 
mous reſolutions of the ſame date, is now appointed to take into conſi- 
deration ſeveral motions then offered for making certain preſents to the 
ſeveral Directors of this Company, by whom, and under whos authority, 
orders were given for attacking the French ſettlement of Pondicherry 
in the Eaſt Indies; and to the Governor of Madras, and Commander 
in Chief of the Company's Forces there, by whom the faid orders. 
were carried into execution; and to the Admiral of his Majeſty's fleet 
aſſiſting therein: | 
It was moved, 

«© That the thanks of this Court be given to Sir George Wombwell,, 
Baronet, Chairman of the Court of Directors of the Eaſt India Com- 
pany, for his great attention to the welfare of this Company, in the early, 
fpirited, and decifive orders which were ſent to the ſeveral preſidencies in 
India to commence hoſtilities againſt the French, which orders have 
been productive of the moſt beneficial conſequences to the, nation and the 
Eaſt India Company, by the reduction of Pondicherry. And this Com- 
pany being further deſirous of teſtifying their ſenſe of ſuch mis and 
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deciſive orders, to requeſt Sir George Wombwell, Baronet, Chairman of 
this Company, to accept a piece of plate, value five hundred pounds, as 
a memorial of their acknowledgment.” And the ſame was agreed to 
unanimouſly. . | | 

Another motion was then made, and on the queſtion thereon, is was 
reſolved unanimouſly, “to requeſt Sir William James, Baronet, De- 
puty Chairman, to accept of a piece of plate, value three hundred pbunds.” 

Another motion was then made ; and after the queſtion being put, it 
was reſolved unanimouſly, „to requeſt William Devaynes, Eſq. late 
Deputy Chairman of this Company, to accept of a piece of plate, value 
three hundred pounds.” f 25 

Another- motion was then made, and after a debate thereon, it was 
reſolved unanimouſly, ** that the thanks of this Court be given to Sir 
Thomas Rumbold, Baronet, Preſident of the Council of Fort St. George, 
for the very important ſervices he has rendered to the Nation and this 
Company, by the zeal and attention he has manifeſted in carrying the 
order of the Secret Committee, for commencing hoſtilities againſt the 
French, into immediate execution.” | 
A Motion was then made, and unanimouſly reſolved,” that the thanks 
of this Court be given to Sir Hector Monro, K. B. Major-General and 
Commander in Chief of the Company's forces on the coaſt of Coromandel, 
for the very important ſervices he has rendered to this nation and to the 
Eaſt India Company, by the reduction of Pondicherry. And this Court, 
deſirous further to teſtify their ſenſe of General Monro's merit, do vote 
that a ſword ſet with diamonds, value ſeven hundred and fifty pounds, 
be preſented to him as a mark of their approbation of his conduct.“ 

It was then moved, and on the queſtion being put, reſolved unani- 
mouſly, that the thanks of this Court be given to Sir Edward Ver- 
non, Knight, and a ſword, value ſeven hundred and fifty pounds, be pre- 
ſented to him as a mark of their approbation of his conduct.” _ 

A Motion being then made, and the queſtion being put, it was re. 
ſolved unanimouſly, that the thanks of this Court be given to the 
Court of Directors for their zealous attention to the intereſts of this 
Company, in appointing Sir George Wombwell, Baronet, Chair- 
man, Sir William James, Baronet, Deputy Chairman, and William De- 
vaynes, Eſq. late Deputy Chairman, to be a Secret Committee, with pow- 
ers to give orders to the Preſidencies in India on the commencement of 
hoſtilities with France; in conſequence of which the orders for the re- 
duction of Pondicherry arrived with the utmoſt expedition, and took 
the earlieſt effect, with the moſt deſirable ſucceſs, before any ſuccours 


could arrive to the relief of the place.” | 


EXTRACTS 


tu 
EXTRACTS from Diſpatches received from tb 


Adiſferent Preſidencies in India, relative to the Arrival of 
the Comrany's Orders in India, and other Intelligence 
of the French War, by which their Operations were chiefly 
guided. 


7th July, 1778. The Governor and Council of Bengal received a Letter 
from Mr, Baldwin at Cairo, with intelligence of 
the French War. Immediate meaſures taken in 
conſequence for the ſecurity of the Company's 
Poſſeſſions. Chandernagore taken, Ge. 


2oth Ditto. Further advices received trom Mr. Baldwin on the 
| fame ſubjet. _ 8 = TI 
roth Auguſt. The Secret Committee's Orders of the 15th April 


were received. _ = 7 8 
2 5th June, 1778. The Governor and Council of Fort St. George received 
intelligence from Mr. Baldwin reſpecting the 
French War. Preparations immediately made for 
attacking Pondicherry. 1 a 
224d July. The Secret Committe's Orders of the 15th April were 
received, at which time the greateſt part of the 
Army deſtined for the Siege of Pond: cherry had 
1 1 reached Conjaveram on their way thither. 
13th March, 1779. The Select Committee at Fort St. George, in their 
Letter of this date, recommend Mr. Baldwin to 
the Court's favor, „for his giving them the ear/e/t 
3 information of the public affairs in Europe. 
rath Tune, 1778. Intelligence received by the Governor and Council of 
Bombay from Mr. Baldwin reſpecting the French 
War. A Veſſel ſent Expreſs to Madras and Ben- 
5 gal with advice thereof. " 
x6th July. Secret Committee's Orders of 15th April received. 
The above Extracts compared and conſidered. 
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Rewards and Honours have been conferred: on the Members of the Se. 
eret Committee, for the early, ſpirited, and deciſive Orders regarding the 
commencement of hoſtilities againſt the French; which Orders were 
roductive of the moſt beneficial conſequences to this Nation and the 


Thanks 


Eaſt India Company, by the geduction of Pondicherry, 
"EE | 
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Thanks were voted to the Court of Directors for appointing a Com- 
mittee, and empowering it to give ſuch orders for the commencement 
of hoſtilities, as by their timely arrival in India took the earlieſt effect, 
and were attended with the moſt deſirable ſucceſs, before any ſuccours 
could arrive to fruſtrate the operations of the ſiege of Pondicherry. 
And honours and rewards were conferred on the Governor and Com- 
mander in Chief, for the zeal and attention they manifeſted 77 carrying 
the orders of the Secret Committee into immediate execution. Ss 

All the advantages that were gained are pointedly attributed to the 
vigilance and determined ſpirit of the Secret Committee, in ſending 
ſuch ſpeedy and deciſive orders to I:dza to commence hoſtilities againſt 
the French. PIX 1 8 

All the merit aſeribed to the Officers in India is that of carrying thoſe 
orders into to immediate execution, before any ſuccours could arrive to 
the relief of the place. 

And the thanks that are voted to the Court of Directors are ſpecifically 
for empowering a Committee to diſpatch thoſe orders, knowing that 
time 1s gained when buſineſs is conducted by a few; and every moment 
was precious, when the arrival of ſuccours in the place muſt render 
every attempt againſt it uſeleſs and ineffectual. 

It was argued, and agreed on all hands at this General Court, that fo 
materially did the Succeſſes we had obtained depend upon the early 
arrival of thoſe Orders in India, that had they been retarded by longer 
deliberation a week, or by accident in their progreſs, the reduction of 
Pondicherry would have been utterly impracticable. Thoſe therefore who 
had ſecured advantages fo precariouſly depending, and of ſuch import- 
ance to this Nation, by a timely exertion, are proper objects of atten- 
tion and Reward. | | 

Now the Queſtion is, Whether or not the Orders that were ſent are 
fairly entitled to all the merit that is attributed to them? We do not 
mean to ſubtract in the leaſt from the merit of the Secret Com- 
mittee, who in framing the Orders did all that their Situation would- 
permit them to do. We mean to ſcrutinize the effect of the orders, and 
to aſcribe the advantages that were gained where they are more properly 
due. | W 00 

The orders were dated the 15th of April, 1778, and were given in 
charge to Capt. Matthews, recommended to Mr. Baldwin in his paſſage 
through Egypt. : Tok 

Captain Matthews arrived in Cario on the gth June, and was the next 
day furniſhed with camels and a guide to take him acroſs the deſart. He 
had ſcarcely begun his journey before a revolution happened in the Go- 
vernment, and was overtaken by many of the routed party, who ſo alarmed 
his Guide, as to cauſe them to leave him alone on the deſart, expoſed to 
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perith by heat, by famine, or by the hands of the robbers. Mr. Baldwin 
ſuſpecting his ſituation, ſent out people to his relief, who found him af- 
ter three days, and brought him back to town. He then rey him 
freſh conveyance, and a ſtrong eſcort, though in the midit of all the diſor- 
ders of a diſputed Government, and forwarded him ſafe to Suez. 

He left Cairo on the 14th of June, later by two days than Mr. Bald- 
win's advices were received at Bombay, ſo that the intelligence of the 
war was in India, while the Company's orders were yet in Egypt, and in 
a very precarious ſituation as to their ſafety. a 

Captain Matthews arrived however ſafe at Fort St. George on the 22d 
of July. The Governor and Council of that ſettlement tell you, in their 
diſpatches adviſing of their ſucceſs, ** That when they received the Com- 
«« pany's orders, they had already aſſembled an army for the fiege of 
« Pondicherry, and the greateſt part of that army had reached Conje- 
„ veram on its way thither. That the moment the Company's orders 
e were received they began the attack, and that they were finally ſucceſs- 
% ful, &c. &c.” 

Now how came it that an army had been aſſembled, and marched almoſt 
under the walls of Pondicherry, before the Company's orders arrived ? 
Why, they tell you, that on the 25th of June they had been apprized, by 
letters received from Mr. Baldwin of Cairo, of the ſtate of affairs in Eu- 
rope, ſo late as the gth of April incluſive, containing a copy of the 
American treaty with France, and his Majeſty's meſſage to both Houſes 
of Parliament upon that ſubject, beſides the hoſtile detention of the Britiſh 
Jhips in the ports of France; the return of the different ambaſſadors to 
their reſpective homes; the ſailing of the Toulon fleet, &c. &. Which 
intelligence, authenticated fo as to deſerve the moſt implicit credit, had 
warranted their utmoſt exertions, and they were marching towards Pon- 
dicherry when the Company's orders attained them. LE 

The orders vœre in time moſt aſſuredly to partake of the glory; but 
ſuppoſing they had found no army aſſembled, no previous notice arrived 
to prepare them for ſuch an event, what would have been the conſequence ? 
Would it have been poſſible for the utmoſt of all human exertions to col- 
left an army, and to provide it with every requiſite for a fiege, (all cir- 
cumſtances of ſituation, of ſeaſon, of additional reſiſtance from the enemy 
confidered) as would have been in fact, or even deemed to be in time, to 
have mage the attack with any probability of ſucceſs? Would they not 
have required a fingle week to prepare? And with what ſucceſs then, 
if a week s delay would have fruſtrated all their efforts? In fact, with 
the army they had, and all the advantages of a month's preparation, the 
place was carried with all imaginable difficulty. A week's longer reſiſ- 
tance would have baffled all their hopes. What then was to be expected 
from an army not yet aſſembled, when the rains ſet in, having to encounter 
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an enemy reinforced with ſuccours that appeared off the * within a 
week after its ſurrender? They would have attempted nothing ! The op- 
portunity would have been loſt, and this nation involved in a ſeries of 
calamities, that would have been attended with the loſs of all our poſſeſ- 
ſions in India, and perhaps of all the Britiſh colonies in the world. 

Without Mr. Baldwin's previous information, therefore, the Com- 
pany's orders (to which all the merit is aſcribed) would have availed 
nothing. 

What would have been the caſe, ſuppoſing the orders had never ar- 
ie which, without Mr. Baldwin's peculiar attention, never could 
have arrived? What would the Government and Couneil of Fort St. 
George have done without the Company's orders ? 

See what the Governor General of Bengal and Council did without 
orders: On the 7th of July, 1778, a letter was received from Mr. 
Baldwin at Cairo, with intelligence of the French War. Immediate 
meaſures were 'taken in conſequence for the ſecurity of the Company's 
poſſeſſions. Chandernagore was taken, and the French expelled from 
that country. 

On the 1th of Auguſt the Secret Committee's orders of the 1 5th of 
April were received. 

The Governor General and Count of Bengal therefore acted from the 
merits of Mr. Baldwin's information alone, without waiting for the 
Cempany's orders to commence hoſtilities. It was a caſe that ſpoke for 
itſelf: and would not the Governor and Council of Fort St. George have 
done the ſame? They had proceeded as far as circumſtances and the ut- 
moſt diligence could carry ther, They ſuſpended no operatioas for a 
moment to wait the Company's orders. The greateſt part of the army 
was marched to Conjeveram, almoſt in fight of Pondicherry, when the 
orders arrived ; and would they not have attacked the place without or- 
ders ? Would they have ſacrificed the opportunity of doing ſo much 
good, and averting ſo much impending harm, for the want of a formality ? 
What was to deter them? the reſponkbility of the meaſure ? They were 
gone too far to let the idea of reſponſibility alarm them: the neceſſity of 
acting was too clearly evinced to balance upon the queſtion. They would 
have acted, and have made, as others did, the reſponfibility they em- 
barked in their greateſt merit. They went upon creditable grounds ; 
they were poſſeſſed of unequivocal intelligence of the hoſtile proceedings 
of the French in Europe; they had the example; and it 1s preſumed the 
advice, of the Government of Bengal to juſtify their acting: they had 
cut off all internal communication with the place; and were they to wait 
for orders, which a thouſand accidents might han intercepted, to re- 
move a ſcruple about the propriety of attacking, or to give them au- 
thority under ſuch a circumſtance to act? No, no: the conſequences - 
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would have been too fatal. No rhetorick could have averted the load of 
reproach that muſt unavoidably have been the lot of thoſe, who by 
lofing an opportunity of doing ſo much. good, would have entailed on 
this country (it may be repeated) the loſs of all the Company's poſſeſſiens 
in India, and perhaps of all the Britiſh Colonies. in the world. 

In ſuch an event therefore as the miſcarriage of the Company's orders, 
the public would have been indebted fingly to Mr. Baldwin for all the 
advantages reſulted to this country trom our ſucceſles in the Eaſt. And 
it is, to Mr. Baldwin alone that the Secret Committee are indebted, that. 
that event did not happen 

It would not have diminiſhed in the leaſt the merit of the Secret Commit-- 
tee, that their endeavours ſhould have had no part in the ſucceſſes: but Mr. 
Baldwin would have appeared in a more conſpicuous light. His zeal. 
in that caſe might have been noticed, and his claim to the public applauſe: 
acknowledged. and rewarded. 

He now has no other ſhare 
Than firſt conceiving and eſtabliſhing the communication with India 
through Egypt, by means of which alone the orders could be fo ſpeedily. 
conveyed.. 

Than reſcuing the orders from the horrors of the deſart, when. aban- 
doned and expoled to unavoidable loſs. | 
Than forwarding them again. with the utmoſt diligence to Suez, amidſt 
the diſorders of an inſurrection in the city. 

Than preparing the governments in India with ſuch intelligence of the 
French war, as in Bengal were deemed ſufficient to warrant hoſtilities, 
and as at Fort St. George enabled him to collect and aſſemble their army, 
time enough to render the Company's orders effectual. 

Such is Mr. Baldwin's merit, ſummed up in a few words, 

That without his ſervices, the Secret. Committee's orders would have 
availed nothing. 

That without the Company's orders, his ſervices might have operated 
every thing that has been operated with them. 

The Secret Committee has been rewarded liberally; and Mr. Baldwin. 
has been plundered, and drove from his eſtabliſhment at Cairo, by ſucks 
acts of violence as would — a Nero or a Caligula. 
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